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is possible and, at times, even an easy stage. Non-violence,
therefore, presupposes ability to strike. It is a conscious
deliberate restraint put upon one's desire for vengeance.
But vengeance is any day superior to passive, effiminate
and helpless submission. Forgiveness is higher still.
Vengeance too is weakness. The desire for vengeance comes
out of fear of harm, imaginary or real. A dog barks and
bites when he fears. A man who fears no one on earth
would consider it too troublesome even to summon up
anger against one who is vainly trying to injure him. The
sun does not wreak vengeance upon little children who
throw dust at him. They only harm themselves in the
act.
Young India, 12-8-'26
He who cannot protect himself or his nearest and
dearest or their honour by non-violently facing death,
may and ought to do so by violently dealing with the
oppressor. He who can do neither of the two is a burden.
He has no business to be the head of a family. He must
either hide himself, or must rest content to live for ever
in helplessness and be prepared to crawl like a worm at
the bidding of a bully.
Young India, ll-10-'28
Cowardice is impotence worse than violence,
Harijan, 15-9-'46
There is hope for a violent man to become non-violent.
There is no such hope for the impotent.
Harijan, 21-10-'39
Doing injury to another is obviously violence but
harbouring injury to another and yet unwillingness from
cowardice to defend oneself ,or one's neighbour is. also
violence and probably worse than the first.